
GCG Youth Garden Clubs  
Digging In with Our Redbud Youth Today and  

For Future Generations! 
 

Sponsoring a GCG Youth Garden Club may be easier than you think!   
Here are a few ways to begin and program ideas to help you get started. 

Whatever you would like to share, the kids are going to love! 
 

~ Quick Steps to Get Going~ 
 

❖ Work with an existing group such as a Scout Troop or Pack, school group, 4H Club or a 
class at your place of worship. 

❖ Meeting requirement minimum is only 5 times per year. 
❖ Be sure to apply for a GCG Youth Standard of Excellence Certificate. 
❖ A Youth Club Registration Form and all youth forms & information may be found on the 

GCG website@ gardenclubofgeorgia.org 
❖ Please advise your Redbud Youth Chairman if you register a Youth Garden Club. 

 
~A Few Program Ideas May Include~ 

 
❖ Annual NGC Youth Poetry Contest 2025-2026 Theme:  
❖ Plant America for the Next 100 Years. Email entries to Melody Gaskins, Redbud Youth Chair. 

Entries should arrive no later than December 1st. 
❖ Annual NGC High School Essay Contest - 2025-2026Theme: Is Recycling Plastics the Answer to 

Our Plastic Disposal Problem? The National Garden Clubs, Inc. Youth Essay Contest is open to all 
students in 9th - 12th grade. Essayists submit a 600-700 word essay that addresses the posed 
question. 

❖ NGC Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl Poster Contest. Mail entries to Melody Gaskins, Redbud Youth 
Chairman. Entries should arrive no later than December 1st. 

❖ Have a recycle program and enter the NGC/GCG Youth Sculpture Contest. Entries due Jan. 1 
to GCG State Chairman Judy Johnson judytjohnson1953@gmail.com (C) 912-278-1953 

❖ Flower designs; start simple with a line design. 
❖ Participate in a local Standard Flower Show or County Fair. 
❖ Environmental concerns such as air quality, conserving water, litter & recycling.  Have a 

discussion with artwork or a craft (rain sticks and collages are fun!). 
❖ Sponsor a neighborhood or school “Clean-up”. 
❖ Create Holiday or Seasonal décor using fresh plant material found in the garden. Fresh, 

dried or a combination is easily obtained. 
❖ Herb Program ~Bird Program ~ Container Gardening 
❖ A Garden Therapy activity in your community is so appreciated. 
❖ Important details for NGC Contests, Grants and more may be found on the NGC website  

                                                                 www.gardenclub.org 
 

Let’s get Georgia’s Youth excited about Gardening as they 
“Dig In with Redbud to Get Things Done: Beautify, Conserve, Educate.”  

Melody Gaskins ~ Redbud Youth Chairman 2025-2027 
(C) 706-975-6609 melodythompsongaskins@gmail.com  

  
Susan Turner ~ Redbud Youth Co-Chairman 2025-2027 

770-922-4411 (C)404-502-8147 glencree@bellsouth.net     

http://gardenclub.uga.edu/youth.html
http://www.gardenclub.org/
mailto:melodythompsongaskins@gmail.com
mailto:glencree@bellsouth.net


 
 

Email entries no later than December 1st to: 
Melody Gaskins ~ Redbud Youth Chairman 2025-2027 

(C) 706-975-6609 melodythompsongaskins@gmail.com  

mailto:melodythompsongaskins@gmail.com


 
Send entries via US Mail or other method of delivery to arrive no later than December 1st to: 

Melody Gaskins ~ Redbud Youth Chairman 2025-2027 
370 Peachbelt Rd Thomaston, GA 30286 

(C) 706-975-6609 melodythompsongaskins@gmail.com  
 

mailto:melodythompsongaskins@gmail.com


 
Send entries via US Mail or other method of delivery to arrive no later than December 1st to: 

Melody Gaskins ~ Redbud Youth Chairman 2025-2027 
370 Peachbelt Rd Thomaston, GA 30286 

(C) 706-975-6609 melodythompsongaskins@gmail.com  

mailto:melodythompsongaskins@gmail.com


                      NGC Youth Sculpture Contest 
     Encouraging Youth to Keep Our Planet Green 

 
This contest encourages students to keep our planet green and to get involved 

 with saving the environment.  
Students in grades 4 through 8 are eligible to create a sculpture of  

recyclable, reused, and reduced materials.  
The sculpture is limited in width to 8 1/2 inches by 11 inches.  

Height should be proportional to width. 

 
                   Recycle/Sculpture Contest Rules 

 
All entries are submitted to GCG State Chairman Judy Johnson  

Email entries no later than January 1st to: 
judytjohnson1953@gmail.com (H) 912-367-7779 (C) 912-278-1953 

 
Please advise your Redbud District Chairmen of your entry/entries. 

 Melody Gaskins ~ Redbud Youth Chairman 2025-2027 
(C) 706-975-6609 melodythompsongaskins@gmail.com  

  
Susan Turner ~ Redbud Youth Co-Chairman 2025-2027 

770-922-4411   (C)404-502-8147 glencree@bellsouth.net     
 

• All children in 4th – 8th grades are eligible to enter, with a local garden club sponsor. 
• Sculptures must consist of recycled, reused, and reduced materials. 
• The sculpture is limited to a size that will fit sitting on an 8 ½” x11” sheet of paper; height 

should be proportionate. 

• A list of materials used, and a brief description of the sculpture should be included on the 
entry form. 

• Entry form may be found on NGC website at www.gardenclub.org 
• Entries will include (2) 4”x6” photographs printed on the back of the entry form. 
• Chairman should make photos of entries to provide as requested from the NGC website. 
• Club entries must be sent to your State Chairman by your state’s deadline. 
• Sculpture Contest Regional winners will be sent to NGC by March 1. 

 
                                  Scale of Points 

• Creative use of materials and self-expression     60% 
• Description of sculpture and materials used       30% 
• Craftsmanship and Technique                                    10% 

 
                                Total                                                                   100% 

                                     Resources 
  Sculpture Contest Entry Form 

 

 
 

mailto:melodythompsongaskins@gmail.com
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https://www.gardenclub.org/
https://gardenclub.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/sculpture-contest-entry-form.pdf

